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2009 MINI-GRANT PROGRAM FACT SHEET

Background:
Cole Creek, located in Omaha, Neb., is part of the city’s local floodplain system. It begins south of Sorensen Parkway in the northwest section of the city known as the Benson-Ames Alliance and flows into the Little Papillion Creek near the intersection of Cass and 78th streets. The Cole Creek Project focuses on the upper portion of the creek from its headwaters south of Sorensen Parkway to Hartman Avenue. Its goals are to stabilize the creek, improve its water quality and enhance it for recreational and educational use. This stormwater demonstration project is the first to follow the City of Omaha’s Urban Design Element recommendation that calls for transforming the Papio Creek waterways into a citywide public park and recreation system. It’s a partnership of the City of Omaha Department of Public Works; the City of Omaha Department of Parks, Recreation and Public Property; Roncalli Catholic High School; Douglas County; Omaha by Design; the Benson-Ames Alliance; Big Muddy Workshop; Hayes Environmental L.L.C.; Lamp, Rynearson & Associates; and Olsson Associates. The project is funded by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District. 
Program:

The Cole Creek Project will award a series of mini-grants to projects that address stormwater management or water conservation in the Benson-Ames Alliance. Grant requests are limited to $1,000.00, and all funded projects must be completed by Sept. 30, 2009.

Eligibility:
All neighborhood associations, schools, churches and civic groups located within the Benson-Ames Alliance are eligible to apply for funds. The Benson-Ames Alliance is bordered by Western Avenue on the south, Sorensen Parkway on the north, 72nd Street on the west and Saddle Creek Road/Fontenelle Boulevard on the east. 
Deadlines:

Grant applications must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2009. Applicants must submit a total of four copies to Omaha by Design, c/o University of Nebraska at Omaha, 6001 Dodge St., Omaha, NE 68182-0402. The results will be announced May 30, 2009. Projects should begin in the spring or summer of 2009 and be completed by Sept. 30, 2009. 
Contact:

For more information about The Cole Creek Project’s 2009 Mini-Grant Program, contact Omaha by Design at 402.554.4010 or info@omahabydesign.org.
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